
 

 

2009 King 5 Male Athlete of the Year Award 

Jesse Bolton is a stand-out in the Ultimate Frisbee community, but not just on the field.  He is both well-

known and loved, as one of Jesse’s most striking qualities is that he never forgets a name, and once he 

has met someone—even if only briefly—he greets that person by name and with a smile every time they 

meet thereafter.   

Having only played Ultimate Frisbee for a little over three years, his list of accomplishments is 

remarkable.  Of the three medals contended for in the 2009 SUBWAY® Washington Games Ultimate 

Frisbee Tournament, Jesse won all three gold medals.  In 2008, he did the same and won all four 

possible gold medals in stunning fashion.  In addition to his success within the state, Jesse also 

represented Seattle for an elite team this past summer that placed fourth in the country at the National 

Youth Club Championships.  

While his talent is undeniable, his ability to be a leader is just as impressive.  Joe Bisignano, 

commissioner of the SUBWAY® Washington Games Ultimate Frisbee Tournament, mentioned a specific 

instance when Jesse showed his true ability.  “This year I made the teams with full knowledge of Jesse’s 

skills and thus placed a whole lot of talent on the other teams.  I thought I had done my job well when 

his team went down 10 to 6 in a game to 11 in the first round.  I walked away to check on other games, 

but when I looked back a few minutes later, his team was celebrating its thrilling comeback—scoring the 

last five points in a row to win the game.  When I asked what happened, his coach said ‘Jesse was a 

really good leader…and helped coach the team while still playing.’” 

In the midst of a busy competition and school schedule, over the past school year you could find Jesse at 

Asa Mercer Middle School volunteering his time.  After asking his high school to rearrange his schedule, 

Jesse volunteered to coach the new sixth graders at his old school every Friday.  “In addition to helping 

set up drills, demonstrate skills and explain concepts, Jesse’s biggest impact is harder to see.  And that is 

the simple fact that he is there, as an engaged, focused, motivated young man, staying connected and 

giving back to his community.  The impact that he has on incoming sixth graders is hard to measure but 

is profound,” says Sam Terry, coach at Asa Mercer Middle School. 

Jesse’s ability, both on and off the field, to positively affect so many lives within the Ultimate Frisbee 

community is amazing for just a 15 year old.  He is respected by his teammates, coaches and even 

opponents, and has become a role model for many youth athletes.  It is an honor to present Jesse with 

the King 5 Male Athlete of the Year Award for the 2009 SUBWAY® Washington Games. 


